APPENDIX II
CASES of apparent death when the body has been laid out for burial, or actually buried, were exceedingly common.    The following is   an   extract  from   Chambers^ Encyclopedia  on the subject.    It occurs under the head cc Death."
" The discrimination of true from apparent death is obviously not a matter of mere physiological interest. The case of Vesalius, the eminent anatomist, who opened an apparently dead body in which the exposed heart was seen to be still beating, is well known; as also that of the Abbe Prevost, who, having been struck down by apoplexy, was regarded as dead, but recovered his consciousness under the scalpel, and died immediately afterwards ^ and a French author, Bruhier, in a work on The Danger of Premature Interment (1742-45) collected fifty-four cases of persons buried alive, four of persons dissected while still living, fifty-three of persons who recovered without assistance after they were laid in their coffins, and seventy-two falsely considered dead."
For a full consideration of the question as it appears later, I refer the reader to Premature Burial by William Tebb, F.R.G.S., and Colonel Edward Perry Vollum, M.D., late Medical Inspector U.S. Army,
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